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May 5, 2010

The Honorable Jan Brewer
Governor of Arizona

1700 West Washington
Phoenix, AZ 85007

Dear Governor Brewer:

We are writing on behalf of the members of the Board of Directors of the
Society for the Study of Social Problems (SSSP), whose names and affiliations
appear on the letterhead, to eXpress our deep concern with Senate Bill 1070
which you signed into law on April 23, 2010. By making it a state crime to be in
Arizona without federal authorization, and also making it a punishable offense
to live with or befriend someone without the appropriate documents to live or
work in the United States, SB 1070 criminalizes over one-million decent human
beings who live, work, pay taxes, and raise their families in Arizona. In addition,
the enforcement of such a constitutionally questionable and procedurally vague
law threatens everyone s civil rights.

The SSSP is a non-partisan professional organization of scholars, educators and
practitioners who study and seek solutions for the social problems afflicting our
communities and country. As such, our membership is both knowledgeable
about and concerned with the problems associated with immigration and with
immigration enforcement. While immigration reform in the United States may
be overdue, we also know that using this to justify state laws that usurp federal
authority over immigration will create many more legal and social problems
than it resolves.

Police officers are not immigration officers. Putting them in the position of
enforcing federal immigration law will destroy the trust between police officers
and communities that is necessary for effective law enforcement. It will also
lead to unwarranted and prolonged detention of citizens and legal residents,
increasing the likelihood of civil rights litigation against police departments,
cities, and towns. Finally, despite language ostensibly prohibiting racial
profiling, racial profiling will be the de facto reality of its implementation.
Physical appearance, and in Arizona this means appearing to be of Hispanic
background, will unavoidably remain the primary factor determining whether
someone is or is not asked to prove her or his citizenship or residency status. For
all these reasons law enforcement leaders across the country, as well as in
Arizona, oppose this law. It would be wise to heed the objections of the law
enforcement leaders who are now faced with enforcing this bad law.






