
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring 2013 

Greetings, members and friends of the Community Research and Development 
Division of SSSP. In this edition of the CRD newsletter,  you’ll  find  some  important  
member news and announcements, as well as the results from our 2013 graduate 
student paper competition. As always, the committee received some excellent 
submissions, so it was a difficult decision. Congratulations are due to all! 

As the academic year winds down, it's time to start planning for the annual meeting in 
New York City (August 9-11). Please remember that the pre-registration deadline for 
program participants is July 1, 2013. 

On a personal note, this will be my last newsletter as Chair of the CRD Division. I will 
be handing over the reins to the incoming chair for the 2013-2015 term, Tamara G.J. 
Leech, in August. Please take a moment to welcome Tamara to her new role. I also 
want to extend a special thank you to Jill Eshelman for all of her hard work as 
newsletter editor during my term as chair. 

In closing, I want to express my sincere gratitude to all of you for making this such a 
pleasant and rewarding experience. I enjoyed getting to know many members over the 
last couple of years, and I look forward to seeing you in New York! 
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Tamara Leech is currently an Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology and 
Director of the Survey Research Center at Indiana University-Purdue University 
Indianapolis (IUPUI).  Tamara holds a Ph.D. in Sociology from the University of 
Michigan and a B.A. in Public Policy and International Affairs from Princeton University. 
Her research interests include adolescent health risk behavior, health disparities and 
racial and gender contexts. Her current work explores neighborhood and community 
assets  as  pathways  to  translational  solutions  for  many  of  today’s  most  challenging  
public concerns. 
  
Examples  of  Tamara’s  recent  work  in  the  area  of  community-based research 
include: “The  Treatment  Effect  of  Public  and  Subsidized  Housing  Residence:  
Disentangling the Relationship between Housing Assistance and Teen Violence and 
Substance  Use”  (Leech  2012)  in  Youth and Society; "The Significance of Race for 
Middle Class Neighborhoods: Perceived Difficulty of Collective Action and Levels of 
Social Cohesion" (Hobson-Prater and Leach 2012) in the Journal of Sociology and 
Social Welfare; and "Community Conversations on Teen Pregnancy and Parenting: A 
Report on Capacity and Needs in the Fall Creek Community," submitted to the Indiana 
State Department of Health. Tamara is a current William T. Grant Scholar (2012-2017) 
and past recipient of the Tonja Conour Faculty Service Award (University College, 
IUPUI) and Golden Apple Award for Teaching Excellence (Butler University). 
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Graduate Student Paper Competition 
Congratulations to Abigail Andrews of the 

University of California-Berkeley! 
 

 
 

For the Love of My Pueblo: Explaining Women's Increased 
Participation in Migrant Communities 

 
Abstract: Examining civic participation in migrant communities and 
hometowns, rather than household dynamics, leads to new understandings 
of the relationship between gender and migration. Existing research 
emphasizes two mechanisms by which women can gain influence in the 
context of migration: wages and exposure to Western gender norms. To 
flesh out an alternate theory, I examine the anomalous case of an 
indigenous Mexican migrant community to California. In this case, migration 
was associated  with  a  radical  expansion  of  women’s  participation  in  village  
governance. Yet, wages and Western norms were not sufficient to explain 
why. Instead, I argue, women entered new civic roles in order to prevent the 
disintegration of their home village. Migrants in the U.S. remained invested 
in this process, because the sending village offered an alternative to 
permanent marginality and exploitation in the United States, as well as a 
sense  of  belonging.  Thus,  the  subjective  driver  of  women’s  engagement  lay 
in  both  men  and  women’s  engagement  with  the  formerly  patriarchal  
community  of  origin.  These  findings  suggest  that  women’s  
“empowerment” can come from within migrant communities, as men and 
women strategize to sustain their hometowns and avoid fully assimilating 
into an undocumented underclass. 
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SSSP Annual Meeting 
August 9-11, 2013 

The Westin at Times Square, New York, NY 
Community Research & Development 

Division 2013 Paper Sessions 
 
 
Division Sessions 
 
CRITICAL DIALOGUES: Re-imagining New Ways to Study Communities 
(THEMATIC)  
Organizer: Shelley Kimelberg, Northeastern University, s.kimelberg@neu.edu 
   
Papers in the Round: Social Problems in Urban and Rural Communities 
Organizer: Melis Kural, University at Buffalo, meliskur@buffalo.edu  
 
Co-sponsored Sessions 
 
The Social Economy and Justice 
Organizer: Carrie Bauer, Arizona State University, cmbauer1@asu.edu 
(Division Co-sponsor:  Labor Studies) 
 
Community Groups: Bridging Racial and Class Divisions 
Organizer: Amy Jonason, University of Notre Dame, ajonason@nd.edu 
(Division Co-sponsors:  Labor Studies, Racial and Ethnic Minorities) 

 
Community-Based Social Justice Activism, Education, and Social Change 
Organizer: Debbie Perkins, Coastal Carolina University, dperkins@coastal.edu 
(Division Co-sponsor: Conflict, Social Action, and Change; Teaching Social 
Problems) 

 
Schools, Communities, and Inequality: The Significance of Place and Space 
in Perpetuating Unequal Opportunities and Outcomes 
Organizer: Chase Billingham, Northeastern University, c.billingham@neu.edu 
(Division Co-sponsor:  Educational Problems) 
 
Community Spaces and Food Security 
Organizer:  Patricia Widener, Florida Atlantic University, pwidener@fau.edu  
(Division Co-sponsor:  Environment and Technology) 

 
Urban Environmental Issues 
Organizer: Steven R. Lang, LaGuardia Community College-CUNY, 
slang@lagcc.cuny.edu  
(Division Co-sponsor:  Environment and Technology; Sociology and Social Welfare) 
 
Citizen Issues Including Voter Suppression and Immigration Reform 
Organizer: Saher Selod, Simmons College, saher.selod@simmons.edu 
(Division Co-sponsor:  Sociology and Social Welfare) 
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Member News 
 
New Book: 
 
Patterson, K.L. and Silverman, R.M. (forthcoming August 2013) Schools and 
Urban Revitalization: Rethinking Institutions and Community Development. 
New York: Rutledge. 
Additional information available at: 
http://www.taylorandfrancis.com/books/details/9780415644242/ 
New research in community development shows that institutions matter. Where the 
private sector disinvests from the inner city, public and nonprofit institutions step in 
and provide engines to economic revitalization and promote greater equity in 
society. Schools and Urban Revitalization collects emerging research in this field, 
with special interest in new school-neighborhood  partnerships  that  lead  today’s  most  
vibrant policy responses to urban blight.   
 
 
New Article: 
 
Billingham, Chase M. & Shelley M. Kimelberg. 2013. "Middle-Class Parents, 
Urban Schooling, and the Shift from Consumption to Production of Urban 
Space." Sociological Forum 28(1): 85-108. 
 
Available on-line at:   
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/socf.12004/abstract 
 
Dominant approaches to the study of gentrification tend to attribute this process 
either to the production of urban space by elites or to the consumption of urban 
space by individual consumers. In this article, we take a preliminary step toward 
bridging this gap by illustrating how these groups may, in some cases, be the same 
actors. Drawing on in-depth interviews with middle-class parents in Boston, we 
explore the transitions that gentrifiers undergo as they age and have children. As 
young singles and childless couples, our respondents interacted with the city mainly 
as passive consumers. Years later, however, facing pressures to relocate in search 
of high-quality educational options, these parents emerged as active producers of the 
urban landscape through their substantial involvement in their children's public 
elementary schools. This school-based engagement reinforced their loyalties to their 
neighborhoods, dissuading them from moving to the suburbs. Since it is based on 
intense interactions with small local institutions, though, this strategy will likely be 
more difficult for parents to sustain in larger, less personal high schools. Thus, these 
parents may reconsider their dedication to city living as their children age. We 
discuss the implications of this research for urban theory and policy. 
 
 
New Position: 
 
Leslie Hossfeld, University of North Carolina Wilmington, is President Elect of the 
Southern Sociological Society. 
 
  
 

http://www.taylorandfrancis.com/books/details/9780415644242/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/socf.12004/abstract
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We’re  on  the  Web!   

See us at: 
http://www.sssp1.org 

Recent Dissertation: 
 
"Social Capital and Youth Baseball: A Qualitative Investigation of Parental Social 
Ties" 
Sean Brown 
Northeastern University 
 
The central purpose of this study was to examine the formation and uses of parental 
relationships in the context of a youth baseball league. Using social capital as an 
organizing concept, Brown examined the processes by which parent relationships formed 
and were utilized for benefit. He examined both the individual and organizational processes 
by which relationships were utilized, as well as the specific types of benefits typically 
exchanged in such a setting. He utilized several strategies for data gathering, including (1) 
participant observation, (2) casual conversations with parents, coaches and league 
officials, (3) in-depth interviews with parents, coaches, league, and city officials, and (4) 
document analysis, which served as a check on the memories and interpretations of events 
by both parents and league officials, such as members of the Board of Directors. This 
research touches on a number of areas relevant for sociologists, including social network 
theorists, urban and community scholars, and scholars of youth and families, and Brown 
relied on pieces of those literatures to inform both his data-gathering strategies as well as 
his analysis of the primary data. 
 
New Project: 

Marc Settembrino a doctoral candidate in the Department of Sociology at the University of 
Central  Florida  recently  received  a  “quick  response  grant”  from  the  Natural  Hazards  Center  
at the University of Colorado-Boulder to study the effects of Hurricane Sandy on the 
homeless living in New Jersey. 

As part of his research, Marc has traveled to Hoboken and Atlantic City and interviewed 
homeless men and women and homeless service providers with the goal of documenting 
their  experiences  during  and  in  the  time  since  the  “super  storm”.  This  project  compliments  
Marc’s  current  dissertation  research  which  examines  natural  hazards  vulnerability  among  
the homeless in Central Florida. 

The Quick Response Grant Program provides funds for researchers to quickly travel to 
disaster-affected areas to capture perishable data. In addition to expanding academic 
knowledge, funded researchers submit brief reports that make preliminary analyses of 
recent events available to the Hazards Center’s  multidisciplinary  network  of  researchers,  
practitioners, and educators. The program promotes innovation in disaster research by 
favoring students, new researchers, and novel areas of study. 

 
 
. About the Community Research and Development Division: 

 
The  CRD  Division’s  mission  is  to  provide  opportunities  for  scholars, researchers, 

students, activists, and others to share and discuss their scholarship and experiences 
in a supportive setting. In order to further the goal of a just world the Division seeks to 
integrate the theory, empirical findings, and practice of both scholars/researchers and 

grassroots activists. 
 


