Via email to english@mail.gov.cn

President Xi Jinping

The State Council General Office
2 Fuyoujie

Xichengqu

Beijingshi 100017

People's Republic of China

October 31, 2018
RE: Release Renowned Uyghur Scholar Rahile Dawut
Your Excellency:

I write to express grave concern regarding Professor Rahile Dawut, a world-renowned scholar of
Uyghur studies, who disappeared in China in December 2017 and is believed to be detained.

According to Scholars at Risk (SAR), Professor Dawut is a scholar of Uyghur studies at Xinjiang
University in China’s Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region who has received awards and grants
from China’s Ministry of Culture, and is the founder of a folklore institute. I understand from SAR
that, in December 2017, Professor Dawut reportedly told a relative of her plans to travel from
Urumgqi to Beijing. Since that time, however, her family and friends have lost contact with her.
Professor Dawut’s family and friends announced her disappearance in August 2018.

Chinese authorities have not publicly disclosed Professor Dawut’s whereabouts or details of her
well-being, access to legal counsel, or any charges against her. Professor Dawut’s family, along
with human rights groups, suspects that she is among a growing number of Uyghurs who have
been reportedly taken into custody by authorities and are being held at so-called “re-education
camps,” in prisons, or at other detention facilities. Reports suggest that detainees are subjected to
physical and psychological torture in re-education camps.

I welcome any additional information that may clarify my understanding of these events. Absent
this, the facts appear to indicate that Professor Dawut has been detained in connection with her
peaceful exercise of the right to academic freedom -- conduct that is expressly protected under
international human rights instruments including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which China is a signatory. The nature
of her disappearance and detention, lack of information about her whereabouts, and reports of
torture in re-education camps raise grave concerns about whether Professor Dawut has been
afforded due process, and about her treatment and well-being. Professor Dawut’s case, moreover,
gives rise to serious concern about the ability of intellectuals in China generally to conduct
scholarship safely and freely.

I therefore respectfully urge you to secure Professor Dawut’s immediate and unconditional release
and, pending this, to publicly disclose the circumstances of Professor Dawut’s detention, ensure
her access to family and legal counsel, and ensure and that her case is addressed in a manner
consistent with internationally recognized standards of due process, fair trial, and detention, in



accordance with China’s obligations under international law.
I appreciate your attention to this important matter and look forward to your reply.

Sincerely,

CC:

The Honorable Mike Pompeo
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20520 USA

The Honorable Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

Email: InfoDesk@ohchr.org

The Honorable Mr. Wang Yi

Minister of Foreign Affairs, People's Republic of China
No. 2, Chaoyangmen Nandajie

Chaoyang District, Beijing, 100701

Tel: 86-10-65961114

Ambassador Terry Branstad

U.S. Embassy & Consulates in China
U.S. Embassy Beijing

55 Anjialou Rd, Chaoyang District
Beijing, China, 100600

Email: BeijingWebmaster@state.gov
Fax: +86(10) 6532-692

The Honorable H.E. Mr. Cui Tiankai
Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China to the United States

Email: chinaembpress us@mfa.gov.cn
Fax: +1 (202) 328-258

Chen Quanguo Shuji

Party Secretary of Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region
479 Zhongshanlu

Urumgqi, Xinjiang

People’s Republic of China



Falun Jun

Director, Prison Administration Bureau of Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region
No.626 Xinquanjie, Tianshanqu

Urumgqi, Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region, 830002

People’s Republic of China



